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Batman in Fatigues

“Revolt and revolution both wind up
ut the same crossroads,” wrote Albert
Camus, “The police, or folly.” The men
who mude Che chose folly. As Sce- |
narists Michacl Wilson and Sy Bartlett .
sibw il, the Cuban revolution was just a
Caribbean comic strip drawn in that |

couniry’s gicen and peasant land, Its lu- .
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SHARIF AS CHE ‘
One part of the Dynamic Duo, |
|

minaries, Che Guevara (Omar Sharif)
and Fidel Castro (Jack Palance) are Bat- |-
man and Robin in fatigues, Che for-.,!
mulates the plans with a marvelously! s
worldly wisdom, Fidel dimly grins; all |
that is missing is a light bulb over his |
head. When Guevara decides 10 aim nu-
clear missites ut the UL.S., Castro's con-
cern belongs in a baulloon: “Do you |
think the Savicts would go for it?” By |
the time Che pushes on to Bolivia and
oblivion, the characters und the conflict
are distorted and despoifed. :
bnappearance, Sharif is astonishingly
similin 1o Che, and Palance's broken-
nosed, cigar-chomping cobra is us close
1 Castro as any American is likely to
get. B ou pity that the actors could
not grow imight or foree along with
their beards, Padance's circular hund mo-
tions and stuccito vocalizing recall Cag-
ney rither than Castro. Sharif®s ucling
is ot Hively eanongh 10 be considered pas-
sive; his revalutionary ardog is expressed
by a narrowing o widening of his inrge,
bigrant cves, A
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Striving to placate all factions, the
film actually represents none, One mo-
ment Che is a cultural hero; the next
he is a messianic psychopath, As for Rus-
sin and the CiA, the film makes them
worse thun villains by reducing them
to bystanders who have nothing to do
with the central melodrama. The driv-
en, half-poctic half-delusive doctor has
become a worldwide legend in the pust
three years, Though his body was scen
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alive somewhere in the mountains of .

1"nnd identified, he is still rumored 10 be
' South America. If anyonc doubts Che's

death he has only 10 look at the cel-
i luloid coflin that bears his name.
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